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Fhe buildine s really all about

Squamish Adventure

Centre

by David Leid|

Sillll‘l”‘il'.l“fﬂl_l savs Richard Iredale,

project architect. "Ity a graceful form
that has heen simplified. The absence
of clutter is what makes it beautiful.”
When Iredale and project team-
mates Liz Scremin and Dennis Maguire
first walked the site. they mstinctively
raised their arms to the Tantalus moun-
tains, then to .‘u{ll;mn\h.\' \li_:ll;l[lln'

mountain. the Stawamish Chief. “If vou

do that and do t that,” Sdvs Iredale,
“vou've basicully got the Jn]){ of the
lnnidm-r Its just reaching out in both
directions to ('.il)hllt‘ the view,”

After

ellort by Squamish city couneil, the

vears of inter-governmental
came together and in late
2004, Iredale
Architecture got the contract. However.

funding
St'})h--mht'l‘ Group
project completion was AMarch 30,
2005.
Iredale.

“We just started digging.”
“We started in the dark.”

Most process
would take two vewrs. But
this is S(lllelrlli.\}-l. The !ll'!lll]_‘_[l'.lili]i(_‘h'
and attitude is “very vouthful, optimistic,
can-do and Iredale.

SAVS
amwhere clse, the
.

frontier.” savs
“The mood there is they seem to love
a challenge.”

When locals saw the concept sketch,
Iredale
“The difficulty of building it. they could
see, but it didn't scare them.”

Master builder and job super, Philip
Glen rallied local trades to build a

savs theyv got it lnnlln'diu[:-l\':

sense of community ownership. "W Ten
I first saw [the concept drawings].”

“I was excited.” The com-
“But
always been up for a challenge like t]tir-.

5"“.\“ SAVS,
plexities were obvious. we've
so we were very keen to get into it.
Trucked on site. the bones of the
building (the largest 8 inches by 18
inches by 36 feet] were cr: aned and
bolted into place by Timberhaven

Homes’s small, skilled crew.

The tight timeline kept the
AutoCADs and e-mails humming
between Stll]allni.\]t and the Iredale

the detailed
designs printed and taken directly to
the work site.

office in Vancouver,
“There was a fast-track
methodology being used,” says Suwver.
"It worked incredibly well.” With the fit
and finishing of a multi-million-dollar
home, the Adventure Centre is one ol
the finest, vet most complex, wood
“There is no
.\ulhitl}_{
or perpendicular.
Everything was at an angle of some
sort, so that was a challenge.”

The tightening budget

buildings he has seen.
question about that.
straight or level

WS

! “stream-
lined” the ]'.nul.‘;(';-lpin_u. savs  Senga
Lindsay, principal of Senga Landscape
Architecture: “It was a design-build
scenario where we started adding or
deleting things and prioritizing, what
was important, what could be left out
and still meet the objectives.”
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C] Anderson Civil Engineering Inc.
assisted with a storm-water manage-
ment me to reduce ]n-ﬁt--ti{‘\':’]{1p1|lt‘1tt
runoft and improve the :1!1;111'[_\ ol the
site’s runoll water
the
installed on-site oilAvater se paralor, the

To improve e fficie ney of
naturallv clean rainwater n';nlt_[ht by the
roofs, is channelled and separated from
from the

the rainwater running off

I):n'[\ing lot. The clean water goes one

way: the dirty parking-lot water goes off’

into the on-site oil/water separator.
After that, it is passed through a large
swale

bio-liltration designed I

Cascade  Environmental  Resource
Group Ltd. before it is finally dis-
charged, fish  friendly, into the
Mamguam Blind Channel.

“In a building with l;u“_{t' open ceil-
ings and soaring views into the build-
the HVAC
l'r'(]llil‘l‘(] N[}l't'i.l] design,”
Lord, partner. MCW Consultants Ltd.

“The final design, in keeping with a

l]lf_’.. {'(IIH‘I"\!.]HI’-_" \.\'.\l(’IH

says Gregory

tight mechanical budget, utilized con-
ul:llmml rooftop HVAC
ductwork concealed in the few areas

units, with
with suspended ceilings.

The lighting design needed to com
plement the design, and highlight the
rich wood used for the building,”

savs
Lord. “Direct/indirect suspended fluo-
rescent fixtures illuminate the office

component of the building, providing a

comfortable glare-free environment for
staff HID
architectural lixtures were

office Energy efficient
low-bay
used in the [mMiI area for controlled
lighting with a different look.”

Visible
30-foot height will have what

the centre’s
Aldrich
Pears Associates” Dong Munday calls a

from the road,

“large sculptural installation” overhead
— 1IIL‘(“1'I\' of recreational craft (from
bikes to a hang glider) and bold swatches
ol colour united ll\ streaming banners.
Savs Munday, “In a fairly short snapshat,
|t||e exhibits| give folks a sense of the richi-
ness of the l)l.l{'{' and []1111_!,:_\ to do.”

With a light timeline

the near impossible was pushed through.

and budget.

“One of the hardest parts was finding
the IH‘I]])[I‘ with the skills and courage
to do the job,” savs Iredale.

“Whenever it was a question of
either doing the right thing, versus
saving money, Brent [Leigh. District of
Squamish deputy administrator] always
chose the right thing. He did a great
job working with the Squamish district
staff to do the things they needed to
do.” Savs [redale.

In turn, Leigh says it is all part of
"aqlmnuxi: s push toward the * }ml.lditrm

[ the conservation economy one

ims:-d on sustainable industries and

knowledge-based businesses, bolstered
dl |ll

by the area’s “natural capital”
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